Sunday December 31, 2023

St. Andrew’s
Presbyterian Church

130 Clergy Street East, Kingston, ON, K7K 3S3
www.StAndrewsKingston.org
613-546-6316

Gathering to serve God & neighbour
in this community since 1817
We acknowledge that we meet on the traditional lands
of the Anishinaabe and Haudonosaunee peoples.




ORDER OF SERVICE

Preludes Pastorale from Messiah Handel
How Beautiful are the Feet Handel
Entry of the Bible
Welcome and Announcements
Call to Worship
Hymn Good Christians, all rejoice 141
Prayer of Adoration and Confession
Words of Assurance
Gospel Box
The Lord’s Prayer
Scripture Lessons Responsive Psalm 148 Greg
Luke 2:22-40
Hymn Unto us a child is born 160
Message ‘“Annaand Simeon”
Music Ministry I wonder as | wander Christopher
Invitation to the Offering
Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow 830
Dedication of Offering
Prayers of the People
Hymn Let all creation bless the Lord 106
Benediction and Choral Amen
Postlude Fanfare Jean Joseph Mouret



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,

for thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen

SCRIPTURE LESSONS

Responsive Psalm 148
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for he commanded and they were created.
He established them for ever and ever;
he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost,
stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike,
old and young together!



Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his glory is above earth and heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,
for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the Lord!

Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall
be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-
doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce
your own soul too.’



There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for
seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord,
they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was
upon him.

Response to readings
For the word of God in Scripture
For the word of God within us
For the word of God around us
Thanks be to God

Anthem - | wonder as | wander

| wonder as | wander, out under the sky,
How Jesus the Saviour did come for to die

For poor on’ry people like you and like |

| wonder as | wander, out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall,
With wise men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,
And the promise of ages it then did recall

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing,
A star in the sky, or a bird on the wing,
Or all of God’s angels in heav’n for to sing,
He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King.

Appalachian Carol




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us this
week, in person and online. We are happy that you’re here, and hope
you find the service meaningful and satisfying. Please join us for a time
of fellowship and refreshments in St. Andrew’s Hall after the service so
that we might greet each other.

Circle of Prayer

This team of St. Andrew’s members is ready to add their prayers to
yours. If you would like to join our circle, or if you have a prayer request
(confidentiality assured), please contact our co-ordinator Dorothy at
dotmessenger@gmail.com

Advent Tree

Thank you for all the incredible donations of socks, mitts, hats, scarves
and even slippers! Our tree will be disassembled this week and all the
beautiful gifts distributed to those who could use a little extra warmth.

Scripture Readers
Seeking Scripture readers for 2024. If you would like to participate,
please sign the roster at the back of the church.

Communion Next Week

Next week will be the first Sunday in January, and the first Sunday of
2024! As is the custom here at St. Andrew’s, we will start the new
month and new year off on the right foot — with Communion. Although
we’ve managed to keep up this tradition throughout the pandemic, we
had to make changes. Next week marks a return to the pre-Covid
practice of passing the elements to congregants! We are asking people
to sit close to the aisles on Sunday to facilitate distribution. If you are
uncomfortable with a common plate, please bring your elements from
home so that we may commune together.


mailto:dotmessenger@gmail.com

CHURCH CALENDAR FOR WINTER 2024
Sunday School - a multi-grade class, each Sunday immediately after
Children’s Time. We also have a nursery for infants and pre-schoolers,
staffed by a certified ECE.

Choir — Thursdays 7:00 pm, St. Andrew’s Hall, mjchall@telusplanet.net

Imago Dei — A gathering to read Scripture, discuss, study and spend
time in contemplative prayer. 1t Thursday monthly, 4:30-5:30. Contact:
dotmessenger@gmail.com

Prayer in Song — A meditative ecumenical gathering of singing and
prayer in the Taizé tradition. Last Friday of each month, 5:15-6:00 pm, in
the chapel of St. Andrew’s. Enter via doors on Princess St. Dates for
2023/4: Jan 26, Feb 23, Mar 29, Apr 26, May 31, Jun 28.

Session — 2" Monday monthly, 7:00, St. Andrew’s Hall. If you have
something you would like to bring to Session, please contact your elder
by the Friday before the meeting so it can be put on the agenda.

Financial Review to Nov 30, 2023 Budgeted Received
General Offerings $204,858 $179,245
Missions $15,000 $11,241

SERVING THIS MORNING

Beadle: Larry

Livestreaming: Christopher

Flowers: Decorating Committee
Ushers this week:  Helene and Michael
Ushers today: Andy and Lori-Kim

Ushers 7 January:  Elders


about:blank
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Mission Moment - Community-Based Rehabilitation

In northern Ghana, people living
with disabilities face a range of
issues, such as widespread
poverty, limited access to

| livelihood opportunities and
health care, and social barriers to
fullinclusion. Political,
environmental, and economic
challenges work together to
create those difficult conditions.
PWS&D works with the
Presbyterian Church of Ghana in a Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR)
program to address these challenges through vocational skills training
programs such as soap and pomade making. Ateni Lois, a participant in
the soap-making class, expresses her gratitude, stating, “We are so
grateful to the CBR program and PWS&D for equipping us with the skills
to be able to produce soap and pomade for money. Very soon, we will be
in good business and will be out of poverty in our respective
communities.”

\g Presbyterian In 2023, through offerings

g W()r]d Service designated “Mission”, members of

& Deve]opment St. Andrew’s Kingston have a goal of
contributing $4,515 to PWS&D

Convener of Property and Maintenance — John Sanger
Treasurer — Paul Payne
Chair of Trustees — Ken Hancock
Clerk of Session - David Holland
Office — Lori-Kim den Otter lorikim@standrewskingston.org
Bookkeeper — Candace Gomes candace@standrewskingston.org
Weekday Custodian — Glen Mercer
Weekend Custodian — Larry Moore
Director of Music - John Hall - mjchall@telusplanet.net
Minister — Rev. Barry Carr — rvrndbcarr@gmail.com
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